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      Students participating in CRP's fall 2022 field trip explore New York City and meet with local policymakers and community organizations deeply embedded in addressing climate vulnerabilities and adaptive responses. Anson Wigner / AAP

    

  





    
    
            
  
  
From Local to Global


Cornell AAP's Department of City and Regional Planning (CRP) provides a dynamic, rigorous, and supportive context for addressing the most timely planning questions of our time: from social and environmental justice to equity and access to essential services and infrastructures; from climate change adaptation to land use, zoning, and sustainable transportation and housing. At CRP, the next generation of planners and urbanists hone critical disciplinary skills while broadening their knowledge with a wide selection of courses from across Cornell University, an Ivy League, New York State Land Grant institution with a global footprint.


Attracting a diverse body of students and faculty from across the U.S. and around the world, CRP is a vibrant community committed to making urban systems work. As leaders of new and innovative approaches to teaching, research, and participatory planning practices, we offer degree programs that provide opportunities to experiment with different methodologies, build skills in critical thinking and analysis, and engage communities in contexts ranging from the local to global. CRP students can opt to pursue concentrations such as designing the city; international studies in planning; economic development planning and land use and environmental planning; as well as individualized programs of study tailored to their different interests and goals.


CRP's degree programs include a Bachelor of Science in Urban and Regional Studies (B.S. URS) and graduate degrees in Regional Planning, Historic Preservation Planning, and Regional Science. Joint master's degrees are offered in Landscape Architecture and Real Estate.
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Planning (M.R.P, Ph.D.)


Urban and Regional Studies (B.S.)


Regional Science (M.A., M.S., Ph.D.)


Historic Preservation Planning (M.A., Ph.D.)


Dual Degree with Landscape Architecture (M.R.P. / M.L.A.)


Dual Degree with Regional Planning and Real Estate (M.R.P. / M.P.S. RE)
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Throughout their time at Cornell, students have abundant opportunities to work in and around local Ithaca and Upstate New York communities as well as to spend semesters at our New York City and Rome campuses. CRP students can participate in Design Connect, a student-run community design organization that responds to real-world questions while developing skills for professional practice. Students also pursue self-directed research and are assisted in summer internship placements in the U.S. and abroad. At CRP, we cultivate a culture of self-organization among students, invite engagement with department governance, and actively encourage students to pursue the many leadership opportunities available to them.
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The recently launched Mui Ho Center for Cities at AAP is a new hub for urban research at Cornell. CRP students can work on research projects and participate in a number of faculty-led research labs that catalyze innovation to address urgent challenges facing our cities and communities.
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      Monday, January 22, 2024

    Spring 2024: Your Essential Guide to the Semester Ahead

  
    
         
    After a winter break to regroup and recharge, the 2024 spring semester begins with a flurry of activity that will introduce new classes and workshops, showcase exemplary creativity and research, and bring a roster of exciting guests to AAP campuses in Ithaca, Rome, and New York City.  

  
  

        
	
          
    
            
      

  
    
  
      Tuesday, November 28, 2023

    Remaking the Built Environment by Reimagining Waste

  
    
         
    CRP Associate Professor Jennifer Minner and the Just Places Lab team at Cornell AAP map local sites demonstrating the challenges of creating circular construction economies and the opportunities there are in reusing building materials.  
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      Climate Change is a Fiscal Disaster for Local Governments − Our Study Shows How It's Testing Communities in Florida

  
    
              The Conversation:
     
    CRP Assistant Professor Linda Shi coauthored this study of how sea-level rise affects municipal tax revenues and whether coastal planners and managers are accounting for these fiscal impacts.  

  
    Thursday, October 5, 2023

  

        
	
          
  
      

    
  
      Did Robert Moses Put His Racism on Display in a Harlem Playground?

  
    
              Bloomberg CityLab:
     
    The infamous New York parks commissioner allegedly placed decorations in Riverside Park to mock Black residents in the 1930s. CRP Professor Thomas Campanella examines this viral accusation.  

  
    Wednesday, February 21, 2024

  

        
	
          
  
      

    
  
      Mapping the Future

  
    
              Business Insider:
     
    The report explores the potential impact of the National Zoning Atlas, a project led by CRP Professor Sara Bronin, on correcting the current low-inventory, high-priced US housing market.  

  
    Wednesday, February 21, 2024

  

        
	
          
  
      

    
  
      Can a National Zoning Atlas Chart a Way Out of the US Housing Crisis?

  
    
              Bloomberg CityLab:
     
    The project, led by CRP Professor Sara Bronin, shines a light on specific problems or places and makes it easier for policymakers to enact change.  

  
    Monday, January 29, 2024
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    Monday, September 11, 2023

  
    Intermunicipal Cooperation and Agreement Formalization  

    
    Mildred Warner  

  
    CRP Professor Mildred Warner has coauthored a paper in the Journal of Economic Policy Reform that investigates the effect formalization of cooperation agreements has on the cost of service delivery across NYS local governments.

  

        
	
          

    
            
      

    Thursday, January 25, 2024

  
    Can Polycentric Urban Development Simultaneously Achieve Both Economic Growth and Regional Equity? A Multi-Scale Analysis of German Regions  

    
    Stephan Schmidt  

  
    CRP Associate Professor Stephan Schmidt coauthored research published in Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space examining the role of regional polycentricity in effectuating certain desirable outcomes, specifically enhancing economic productivity and minimizing spatial disparities.

  

        
	
          

    
            
      

    Monday, November 20, 2023

  
    Sector Interactions, Multiple Stressors, and Complex Systems  

    
    Linda Shi  

  
    CRP Assistant Professor Linda Shi is a co-author of a chapter in the Fifth National Climate Assessment examining intersectional vulnerabilities to climate risks.
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      Friday, March 15, 2024

    Katie J. Wells and Kafui Attoh: Disrupting D.C. — The Rise of Uber and the Fall of the City

  
    
         
    Hear a discussion of how Uber created a playbook to deal with intransigent regulators in the US and to win in the realm of local politics.  

  
  

    
	
      
    
            
      

  
    
  
      Monday, March 18, 2024

    Zac J. Taylor: From Liquidity to Fixity? Climate Risk and the Remaking of Transnational Real Estate Finance 

  
    
         
    Hear a talk examining how real estate-finance institutions on Wall Street define and instrumentalize understandings of climate risk and contemplating what this mean for how — and for whom — climate risks are taken up on Main Street.   

  
  

    
	
      
    
            
      

  
    
  
      Friday, March 22, 2024

    Jacob Anbinder: Beyond NIMBY — Antigrowth Activism, Political Ideology, and the Origins of the Housing Crisis 

  
    
         
    Attend a talk exploring the ideological transformations that took place among liberals around the issue of urban growth.  

  
  

    
	
      
    
            
      

  
    
  
      Friday, March 29, 2024

    Geoff Boeing: Generalizability in Urban Science

  
    
         
    Attend a lecture that considers how the academic community can foster better urban science through theory-infused tools for planning research and practice.  
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                Cornell AAP is about acts of transformation. We advance research, scholarship, and critical and creative practices to build a more sustainable, just, and resilient world.
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